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WEATHER.

Partly cloudy ar ] cooler tonight;
Wednesday fair; ioderate
winds.

Temperature past twenty-four hours:
High, 54, at 4 p.m. yesterday,; low, 41,
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REPLY OF BRITAIN
~ INWILSON'S HANDS

Response to U. S. Note Con-
cerning Interference With
American Commerce.

DENIES INTERRUPTION
OF LEGITIMATE TRADE

Alleges Necessity for Added Precan-
tions on Part of Allies—Legal
Questions- Discussed.

The full text of Great Britain's sup-
plementary reply to the American note
of December 28, concerning interfer-
rrces with United States commerce,
was laid befors President Wilson to-
day. The long document, comprising
some 7.000 words, was translated from
Aiplomatic code after several days of
work in the Stute Department and
taken to the White House by Secretary
Bryan Arrangements for its publica-
tion have not been completed, pending
irrangements between Washington and
lL.ondon te give out the text simul-
rareously.

It was believed here today that the
American government might seek an
understanding on the guestion of food-
«tuffs with both Germany and Great
Rritain. with the hope that it might
avert the submarine dangers to neutral
ships.

Necessity for Caution.

RBesides giving statistice on neutral
commerce and entering a general de-
nial that there had been any un-
warranted interference with legit-
imate shipments, the new note con-
tains a statement from Great Brit-
ain that the recent government de-
cree taking over the flour and grain
supply In Germany required added pre-
canutions on the part of the allies that
contitional contraband might mot be
permitted to reach the armed forces
of the enemy.

The document constitutes a further
statement of the British government
on the legal questions involved.

Administration officials today awaited
with the keenest Interest an indication
of Great Britain's attitude toward (Ger-
many’'s proposal, made through the
United States, to drop her plan to de-
#troy enemy merchant ships by a sub-
marine and sea mine campaign in
British waters if Great Britain would
permit food cargoes to pass unmo- |
l=*sted to the German civillan popula-
tion.

Germany’s announced purpose is to
Put her sea war zone proclamation into
effect February 18. That she would re-
cede from her position if England
would meet her demands in regard to
food shipment= was announced by the
German ambassader here, Count von
Bernstorfl, in a note to the American
State Department, which Immediately
tra itted the 1 to Lond
3 s propesition was sent al-
mest simultaneously with a telegram
from the State Department to the Brit-
ish government submitting evidence by
owners of the American steamer Wil-
heimina that the vessel’'s food rcargo,
now held for a British prize court, is
destined for German non-combatants,
and suggesting that it be permitted to
g0 forward. *,

Develops New Phase.

The situation, already complicated,
developed a new phase with the an-
nouncement yesterday In the house of
commons by Winston Spencer Churchill,
first lord of the British admiralty, that
Great Britain is considering even more
stringént measures to prevent Ger-
many from receiving food eupplies from
other countries

From the German point of view, the
Wilhelmina constitutes a test case on
which revolves the entire guestion of feed-
ing (GGermany. The German amhbassador
JSere in a Trecent note to the American
government pointed out that Germany had
modified its decree =0 that imported food-
stuffs would not be taken over by the
government, and suggesting that Ameri-
can organization or consular officers be
appointed to supervise the distribution of
the imported foodstuffs, as a guarantee
that none of the American shipments
would reach the armed forces of Germany.

Berious Situation for U. 8. Commerce

8ir Cecil Spring-Rice, the British am-
bassador, discussed the situation with
State Department officials. ©On all sides
1t 15 admitterd heres that the developments
of the last few days present n most seri-
ous gituation for American commerce. Ad-
ministration officials 1think that
Ihougﬂ ASBUTANCES ure gi\‘eu eventu-
ally by Germany that neutral ships will
not be attacked, the effect of the war zone
proclamation will be to intlmidate Ameri-

pr

even

can shippers und reduce American ex-
ports.
That the next etep by the Inited

States may be a pronounced statement
to Great Britain on the subject of con-
ditional contraband was indicated at
the State Department. The American
government in it firft nole argued
strongly for unrestricted shipment of
conditional contraband when destined
to non-combatunts. The British pre-
lminary reply did not oppose this
view, but sald an unconditionsl ac-
ceptance could not be given on account
of Germany's alleged inhuman prac-
tives,

Prove Right of Exemption.

T connection with the latest repre-
sentations to, London regarding the
Wilhelmina, officials said toduy that at.
torneve for the owners of the Wilhel-
mina’® cargo éstablished to the =atis-
faction of the State Department the
fact that it I8 not intended for the
f:erman army or the German guvern-
ment, which would except §r from
#elzure under the declaration of Lon-
don. It was pointed out that the rec-
ord also discloses the fact that the
cargo was dispatched before the Brit-
ish government issued its official notice
that food =upplies for Germany would
be regarded as contraband.

Great PBritain notified the Unlted
States last evening. throuxh the Brit-
ish embassy here, that subjects of her
enemies, whether crew or Pussengers
of vessels, entering the principal Briv-
ishh colontul ports will he liable in the
futurg to removal and detention.

ON TRIAL FOR HIGH TREASON.

Gen. De Wet and Others Alleged

Leaders of South African Revolt.

BLOEMFONTEIN, via London, Feb-
ryary 16.—The trial of Gen. Christian
D¢ Wet and other leaders of the South
African rebellion against Great Britain,
who are chgrged with high treason,
began here today.

Gen. De Wet, the leader of the rebe]-
lion, was captured December 1 on a
farm at Waterburg, British Bechuana-

. land, whither he had been pursued by
= car brigade. Since that time
nearly all the other commanders of the

rectionary forces have been cap-
tured or surrendered.

THINK FIND 1S GLUE
10 GAR BARN THEFT

Police Discover on River Bank
Revolvers, Sack, Blackjack
and Cartridge Belt.

FOUR SUSPECTS HELD;
GIRL FRIENDS SOUGHT

Offer of $200 Reward - Stimulates
Search for Robbers Who
Got $2,000.

A number of artices of wearing apparel,
a blue steel revolver, a cheap pistol, belt
of cartridges, wig, piece of rubber hose
with steel wedged in one end that might
easily be used as a blackjack, a guhny
sack and other articles are held at the
ninth precinet police station gn suspicion
thiat some of them may belong to the
two men who held up the night clerk and
his assistant at the KEast Capitol street
car barn yesterday morning and made
away with nearly $2.000.

Four suspects held by the police of the
ninth precinct are registered as Harry H.

Shook, twentyv-seven years old. melal
worker, 1007 14th street southeast: Ben-
jamin  Maddox, twenty-six years old,

painter, 604 D street northwest; Clarence
E. Curren, twenty-nine years old, steam
fitter, D street northwest, and John
Waters, twenty-one years old, mechanic,
225 D street northwest.

Maddox and Shook are friends, the
police may, and after their arrest last
night search was made of the house at
604 D street, but no trace of money or
car tickets was found. The police found
@ pair of gloves that are said to resemble
the gloves worn by the robber who col-
lected the money and ear tickets and
placed the booly in a gunny sack.

225

Seeking Young Women.

Search is being made for several young
women, said o be friends of two of the
men under arrest, the police believing
they may be able to throw some light
on the movements of their friends about
the time the robbery was committed, Tt
wad said by the police this afternoon
that no truce of any of the plunder had
been found. Capt. Falvey of the ninth
precinet said he was confldent that his
men would solve the problem and fix the

crime upon two men who reside in this
city

Lieut., Bremerman, who led a party
of officers in the search for the rob-
bers, learned that two men had been

seen  going in the direction of the
Eustern branch near the smallpox hos-
pital and jail, and, it is said, foot-
prints similar to those found on the
lot at 14th and A streets yesterday
morning were trailed in the direction
of the water.

On, the river bank the police found
the gunny sack and other articles that
are held at the police station as pos-
sible evidence in the case. The sack
was found before the rain started fall-
ing and was perfectly dry, and the
police are satisfled that it had been on
the river bank only a short time be-
fore it was found.

Saw Two Men in Boat.

Following the clue. which led them to
the river, the police made inquiry of
boatmen to ascertain if any bBoats had
been taken from the river front. They
falled to learn that any beats were
missing, they paid, but did learn that
two men in a hoat went in the diree-
tion of Benning bridge about 5 o'clock
yesterday morning, fully one hour aft-
er the robbery was perpetrated.
Tt was suggested by some of the po-
licemen engazed in the investigation
that croxsing the river in a boat might
indicate that the robbers did not be-
long in this city, and that thev went
in that direction to board a freight
train to =&t awayv from this vicinity.
Jeremiah Hagerty, depot clerk at the
car barn, and Rov Brady, his assist-
ant, who were in the office when the
hold-up was committed, have seen the
articles in the possession of the police.
They say that some of the articles re-
semble what was worn by the robbers,
but they ure not able to identify posi-
tively any of them. .
Commenting upon the affair, an in-
terested person called attention to the
fact that there was not a weapon of
any kind in the office of the rapr barn
to be used in defending the company's
property, while the robbers went about
the ecity at will armed with weapons
enough to put up a strong fight.

Business Houses Unprotected.

It developed yesterday

that a num-
ber of larze business houses were
without =uch protection, and, it is

stated, a number of them gquickly made
purchases of such weapons for possible
future use. Had the office of the car
barn had a wire connection with the
nearest police station yesterday morn-
ing it is possible that a policeman
woula have been on hand before the
robbers left the building.

A meeting between the robbers and
policemen, it I8 believed, would have
resulted in a pistol fight similar to the
one in which Sergt. Lohman and Detec-
tive Cole engaged curiy Sunday morn-
in

.\Ta] Sylvestier's offer of a reward of

3200 for the arrest of cach of the rob-
bers has been communicated to the
police department of other cities and

county officers in nearby states,

——y

RECEIVE THE IRON CROSS.

Emden Officer and Forty of Crew

Are Honored by Germany.

BERLIN, via Amsterdam to London,
February 18.—Lieut Commander wvon
Muecke, commander of the detail from
the cruiser Emden which landed at
Cocos Island, has been awarded the
iron cross, first class, while every mem-
ber of the landing party has received
the iron cross, second class,

When the Emden was run down by
the Au::tr:sllun_ crulser Syvdney in the
Indian ocean November 10, von Muecke
and forty members of the crew were
on Cocos Island. They escaped by com-
mandeering the schooner Aysha. A
later dispateh from Manila said they
had captured a collier, on Which they
had mounted two Maxim guns. The
French ministry of marine announced
December 18 that the British auxiliary
cruiser Empress of Japan had cap-
tured the collier. Announcement came
from Berlin February 5, however, that
the schooner Aysha had arrived at Ho-
deida, on the southwest coast of Ara-
bia. with von Muecke and his men.

Presbyterian Council in Session.

ST. LOUIS, Mo., February 16.—The
evangelistic and church extension werk
of tha Presbyterian Church (northern)
was considered today at a meeting of
the national home .misslon council,
which began a two-day session here.
Leaders from all parts of the United

States were in attendance.

HOUSE LAUNCHES
WILSON SHIP BILL

“Gag” Rule Limiting Debate
to Six Hours Jammed
Through, 186 to 139.

SIXTEEN DEMOCRATS BOLT,
BUT MAJORITY IS FIRM

President Confers With Senators
Kern and Stone and Asks
Measure Be Pressed. .

President Wilson's fight for his ship
bill was launched In the House today
with a special rule limiting debate to
six hours. Democratic leaders were
sure that holding their large majority
firm they would have a new meagure
bearing the approval 6f the administra-
tion and probably attractive to some
republicans ready for the Senate be-
fore the end of today's sesslon.

The House adopted the “gag' rule,
limiting debate to six hours, by a vote
of 186 to 139.

Meanwhile the Senate marked time, dis-
cussing a cloture rule, committees showed
great activities on the long-delayed ap-
propriation bills and the special commit-
tees appointed to investigate any “lobby™
in connection with the ship bill held a
preliminary organization meeting.

Confers With Senators.

President Wilson, after conferences with
leaders, came to no determination on the
question of an extra session, and* only
sent out word to press the fight in the
fourteen days which remain in the Bixty-
third Congress.

The President conferred with Sen-
ators Kern and Stone, and afterward
Mr. Kern intimated the democrats had
definite plans for getting the bill
through the Senate, but he refused to
reveal details.

The President was told it will be pos-
sible to rush the appropriation bills
through the Senate in three or four
days.

Gag Rule Bmugl:t’ln.

The rules committee of the House met
early today with everything set in mo-
tion to rush the spevial gag rule to a
successful vote, and, following that, to
take up the ship purchase measure and
jam it through the House. Old-time re-
publicans held up their hands in horror
at the speed with which the administra-
tion leaders on the floor intended, they
complained, to bind and gag the House,
and the opposition votes of the repu
in the rules committee _whafe the n
was Tashioned and strengthened were but
formalities.

Chairman Henry of the rules com-
mittee brought in the rule as soon as
the House met. It wasa not changed
from the rule as originally written
and as it was fdpproved by the caucus
lagt night.

In addition to “slipping the “gag"
into the mouth of the minority, a
braml-new majority method came to
light when Representative Underwood
asked permission to set aside calendar
Wednesdav, which falls on tomorrow.
“Isn't the pension appropriation bill
in order here today?" asked Repre-
sentative Mann, knowing full well that
the majority leader wanted to shove
over: todav'e regular business for to-
mMorrow’s program. .

“It ix,” said Mr. Underwood, “but the
majority is going to take ub another
matter here today.”

“If the majoritysintends to set aside
g0 important a measure as the pension
biil today, I do not think I can agree
at this time to set aside calendar
Wednesday,” said Representative Mann,
and the plans of the democrats were
upset by one day at least,

Democrats Hold Majority.

Dremocrats and republicans thereupon
fell to talking about the time to be
permitted in the debate. Chairman
Henry wanted to give the republicans
just twenty minutes to talk about the
“gag” rule, which was regarded so
smal]l that none of them would agree
to it. Chalrman Henry, with the whip
in hand, then jumped to his feet and
moved “the previous question.”

Then followed a roll call, the first real
skirmish on the ship bill in the House,
4nd displayed a party alignment, the
administration winning out by u1 vote
of 181 to 126, The effect of thi=z wus
to cut down debate on the pros and
cone reluting to the adoption of the
vgag” tule to forty minutes, which is
twenty inutes to each side—exactly
what (Chairman Henry proposed in the
first place.- Following that forty min-
utes came the vote for the adoption
o fthe tule, which was carried by the
vote of 186 to 139,

The rule itself allows six hours' de-
bate on the measure, and a vote Is ex-
pected about 8 o'clock this evening.
The preliminary votes on the varlous
stages of the rule were in reality tests
of the strength of the majority, show-
ing a comfortable margin.

Sixteen Democrats Bolt.

Sixteen democrats voted against the
“gzag” rule, following their declaration
to bolt the caucus last night. These
were Borchers, Illinois? Donohoe, Penn-
sylvania; t;allivan, Massachusetty;
Moss, Indiana; Morrison, Indiana;
Shackleford, Missouri; Witherspoon and
Sisson, Mississippl; Bathrick and Gord,
Ohio: Brockson, Delaware: Broussard,
Lou.siana; quiawas'_.' Texas; Gerry,
Rhode Island: Kindel, Colorado, and Fitz-

gerald, New York. Democrats who
voted present were Bartlett, Georgia;
Dies, Texas: Beall, Texas, and Logue,

Pennsylvania.
Cloture Amendments Discussed.

The opponents of the administration
ship purchase bill In the Senate con-
tinued their filibuster all yesterday
afternoon against the Reed resolution
proposing cloture and a vote on the
Bill next Fridey. About 6 o'clock a re-
cess was taken untll noon today.

Pending before the Senate was Ben-
ator Reed's resolutlon, with a general
cloture substitute -offered by Senator
Norris to limit the debate of each sen-
ator on any bill to three hours,end an
amendment by Senator Cummins which
would make the rule Inoperative
against & bill on whlchslenltors of any
party had attempted t6é bind senators
in caucus.

The amendments to the Reed resolu-
tion have caused considerable embar-
r ent to the d atic porters
of the bill. They realize that both the
Cummins amendment and the Norris
subatitute would receive the support
of Senators Norris and Kenyon, and
possibly La Follette, upon whose votes
the democrats must count to win
through with the Reed resolution.

They know also that some of the
democratic senators supporting the
ship bill might not be found voting

TEUTONS CONTINUE TO GAIN
ALONG ENTIRE EASTERN LINE

Desperate Fighting Reported to Accom-
pany Advance of Austrians Through

PmofCarpatluans. '

LONDON, February 16, 12 noori.—The general offensive of the
Teutonic allies along the extended eastern front is continding suc-
cessfully on both flanks, judging from reports reaching London, but
without any visible forward movement on the front toward ‘Warsaw

or in the Carpathians.

Peirograd Admits Reverses.

The Bucharest report that the Austrians
have reoccupled Czernowits, the capital
of Bukowina, has not been received from
any Mh,,):wm. but Petrograd admits
officlally that the Austrians are still ad-
vancing in Bukowina in considerable
force and that desperate fighting marks
the operations in the passes of the Car-
pathlans, where the Russians are claim-
ing minor succesees resulting in the cap-
ture of men and munitions of war.

In East Pruseia the Russians have not
vet regained their fortified lines and the
German advance, while not checked, seems
to British observers to be proceeding with
lesa speed.

Claims 40,000 Prisoners.

BERLIN, February 16 (by wireless)—
The following announcement is made by
the Overseas News Agency:

“Field Marshal von Hindenburg's third
baitle of the Mazurian lakes will prove
more disastrous to the Russians than the
other two, from present indicatlons. It

is believed that 40,000 Russians were cap-
tured. .

“Prussia ie now cleared of the en-
emy. Indicatlons point to a general
German-Austrian offensive from Buko-
wina ‘to ‘the Baltic. TFhe Russians are
being rollesd up in many portiona of
the line.

"“Turkish advance guards drove back
British divizsions across the Suez canal
at  Ausum and: Serpeum. Senussi
Bedouins invaded Egypt and occupled
the Biva oasis.

"“Turks defeated the British at Kur-
mu, Mesopotamia.”

Driven A.cr‘oss Border.

The Overseas News' Agency quotes
the Berliner Tageblatt us saying, in a
dispatch from Budapest, that Austro-
Hungarian forces have entered Czerno-
witz, the capital of Bukowina. The
Russlans are said to have been driven
across the I'ruth river and to have re-
treated towaml Nowoselica, on the Ruas-
gian border,

The evacualion of Czernowitz by the
Russians was reported in a dispatlch
from Berlin February 10, but was not
confirmed.

FRENCH CONSUL FREED
AT REQUEST OF U. S.

ROME, February 16—A telegram
from Hodeida, Arabia, says that the
Turkish authorities, acting on the re-
quest of the American ambassador at
Constantinople, Henry Morgenthau,
have freed the French vice consul, who
had been detained at Sana, 100 miles
Inland from Hodeida. The vice consul
was permitted to return to the coast
and was taken away by the French
armored cruiser Duplelx.

Mr. Morgenthau was assisted by the
ltalian representative at Hodeida, as
the United States has no consular agent
there, and is unable directly to look
after French interesis. -

NO BREAK WITH VATICAN.

Belgian Legation in Paris Makes Of-

ficial Denial of Rumor.

PARIS, February 16.—The Matin re-
cently printed under reserve the state-
ment that the Belgian government re-
cently broke off all relations with
Mgr. Jean ‘Tacei Porcelli, papal
nuncio at Brussels, alleging that he
gave a dinner to the Germans at the
palace of the nuncio at the time of the
Cardinal Mercier incident.

The statement in the Matin later
brought forth a mnote from the Bel-
gian legation here which said:

“Certaln rumors which have been cir-
culated intlmating that strained rela-
tions existed between the papal am-

or and the Belgian government
are absolutely unfounded.”

Railways Seek 2 1-2 Cent Fare,

DES MOINES, lowa, February 16.—A
formal request for an advance in pas-
genger rates from 2 to 2% cents a mlle
will be presented to Gov. Clarke and
the legislature here this afternoon by
officials of six railroads doing business
in the state. The rallroad committees
of the h and the senate are to be

(Continued on Sécond Page.),

)

present at the conference.

ALBANIANS REPULSED,
SAYS A NISH REPORT

PARIS, February 16.—A Nish dispatch
to the Havus Agency SAYE: "

“The Albanlan raiders
routed and driven
Serbian frontier. More complete in-
formation shows that the Albanians
were led into making the raid by Aus-
trian 'pries‘ts and Mohammedan adver-
saries of Essad Pasha, the provisional
president, by preaching a holy war.
The movement Is being directed by
Turkish and German agents."

have been

t
back across the

GERMANY SEIZES ALL OATS.

Further Step in Program for Con-
serving Food Supply.
BERLIN, via London, February 16.—
The Bundesrat has decided to expro-
priate all the domestlc stocks of oats,
with the exception of seed oats and
the grain necessary for fodder for
horses. The order becomes effective
February 16. The bundesrat also
ralsed the maximum price of oats by

50 marks ($12.50) per metric ton.

The action of the bundesrate, or fed-
eral council, in expropriating the do-
mestic stocks of oats is a further step
In carrying out the German govern-
ment's policy of conserving the food
supplies of the country. January 36
the federal council ordered the seizure

by February 1 of all stocks of corn,
wheat and flour. g

DAY IN CONGRESS.

Sénate.

Met at noon.

Committee to Investigate charges of
lobbying against the ship bill held a
preliminary meeting. .

Various cloture proposals were de-
bated at length.

House.

Met at noon.
The administration ship blll waas

taken up under a rule limiting debate
to six hours ; *

T &

GARIBALDI SAYS ITALY
MUST JOIN GREAT WAR

LONDON, February 16, 4:36
pm.—The prophecy that Italy

'Fwotild mobilize her army within

a fortnight was made here today
by Ricciotti Garibaldi, the Italian
patriot. He said that unless the
Italian government decided to
participate in the war there would
be a revolution.

MILAN, via Paris, February
16.—The Italian government, as
the result of reports that Austria
was about to invade Roumania,
says the Corriere Della Sera, has
asked the governments at Vienna
and Berlin to give assurances that
no attack will be made on Rou-
mania.

BOMB AT SOFIA BALL
KILLS TWO, WOUNDS TEN

BERLIN, by wireless to London, Feb-
ruary 16.—Two members of Sofia's
aristocracy are reported to have been
killed and ten others injured when a
bomb was exploded last night at a
masked ball attended by represent-
atives of the most exclusive society of
the Bulgarian capital.

Advices recelved here state that those
killed were the son of a former war
minister and a daughter of the present
war minister. 5

SUFFRAGE AMENDMENT PASSES

New Jersey Will Vote on Issue Fol-
lowing Legislative Action.
TRENTON, N. J, Februa® 16.—The
senate today passed the woman suf-
frage amendment to the state constitu-

tion, 17 to 4.

The House passed the resolution two
weeks ago, and both houses having
acted favorably on the resolution last
vear the question will be submitted to
the voters for acceptance or rejeciion
in September next. :

BUKOWINA IS EVACUATED,

Austro-Hungarian Embassy So Says
in Announcing Progress of Campaign

Complete evacuation of Bukowina by
Russian forces is announced at the
Austro-Hungarian embassy here in in-
formation received from the foreign
office in Viennz The dispatch said:

“In Russian Poland nothing has oc-
curred. Fights in the Carpathilane have
taken their course.

“In Boutheast Gulicia yesterday we
have taken possession of the enemies'
positions and repulsed them in the
direction of Stanislaw. =

“Acoording to private announce-
ments, the whole of Bukowina has
been evacuated by the enemy. Also
Czernowitz has been evacuated. Our
troops now stand before the gates of
the city. The Russians have further
retreated from Colomea.”

UNDER THE U. S. FLAG.

Standard 0il Steamer, With Ameri-
can Crew, Sails for Lisbon.

NEW YOREK, February 146.—The Stand-
ard Oil tank steamer Moreni sailed to-
day . for Lisbon and Port Sald, flying the
American flag and with an American
crew of thirty-five sailors. The vessel
was formerly the German steamer Mep-
pen. Her registry was changed after the
European "war began, but she has been
at dock here since July. :

It is belleved that the Morenl will be
permitted to reach her destination with-
out interference by warships. -8he car-

ries a cargo of oil in bull

SHIPS NOW HEA

Four American Vessels Due in
Restricted Waters After
February 18.

THEIR PASSENGER LISTS
MOUNT INTO HUNDREDS

Numerous Other Craft Under British
and Neutral Flags Carry
American Cargoes.

NEW TYORK, February 16.—Of the
steamships clearing from New York
within the past two weeks, maritime
records show today that twenty-seven
are due to be within the war zone de-
clared by Germany against Great
Britain on and after February 18, the
day set to establish the zomne.

Four ships of this fleet are Ameri-
can-owned and fly the American flag,
and five of the steamers carry pas-
sengers. The four American ships are
the Surnga, which sailed for Gothen-
burg February 4; the Cushing, which
sailed for Copenhagen February 6; the
Kansan, which sailed for London the
&th, and the Philadelphia of the Ameri-
can line, a passenger-currying ship,
which sailed last Saturday for Liver-
pool.

Many Passengers Aboard.

The four other vessels carryving pas-
sengers are the Adrlatic (British) of
the White Star line, which should
reach Liverpool late the 18th or thg
morning of the 19%th; the Norwegian
steamer Bergenofjord, bound for Ber-
Een; the Cunarder Orduna (British),
due at Liverpool about February 25,
and the French liner Niagara, which
sailed Sunday for Havre. N

All the vessels were heavily laden
_\:r.lth freight. The Philadelphia carried
250 passengers, the Adriatic 400 and
the other three liners had fewer pas-
sengers aboard.

Six Sailed From Bosfon.
BOSTON., February 16.—8ix British

the past fortnight are not due to reach
their destinations in England or Scot-
land before February 18, the day set
for ihe establishment by Germany of a
war zone around Great Britain.

Only one vessel. the Pretorian, which
is scheduled te arrive at Glasgow Feb-
ruary 18, carries passengers. The other
£hips are freighters, their cargoes con-
sisting chiefly of foodetuffe. They in-
clude the John Bakke, due at Manches-
ter February 18; Devonian, due at Liv-
erpool February 20; Ninlan, due at
Manchester February 21; Anglian, due
#1 London February 22, and Leo, due at
Glasgow February 23. >

MARDI GRAS CITIES

Day in New Orleans and Mobile
Given Over to Carnival
Pleasures.

NEW ORLEANS, February 16.—Mardi
Gras day, marking the end of the reign
of Rex, king of the carnival of 1815,
was observed here today by a general
suspension of business, The cotton ex-
change and all banks were closed,
while the post office, for the first time
in the history of the carnival, it was
said, was operated under Sunday rules,
remaining closed the greater part of
the day.

Traftic in the morning, with the ex-
ception of the Rex parade, was -sus-
pended on several blocks on Canal
street and the thoroughfare was given
over to hundreds of merrymakers in
fantastic costumes. The celebration
will end tonight with the parade of
the Krewe of Comus and the Rex and
Comus balls at the Athenaeum and the
¥rench opera house.

Merrymaking in Mobile.

MOBILE, Ala., February 16.—The
eighty-fifth anniversary of Mobile's
Mardi (Gras came to a close here today
with brilliant pageants of the Knights
of Revelry and ‘the Comic Cowboys,
thz subject of the parade of the former
society being “Feast Days of Norman-
dy" and the latter “On the Hog.” Each
float was brilllantly decorpted.

Individual masking was e feature
of the closing day and many theusands
paraded the streets in uniq masks,
throwing confetti, serpentinest‘etc.

The parade and ball of the Order of
Myths, among the most brilliant events
of the day, ended the celebration at
midnight, “Evolution of War"” being
the subject of the parade.

VICTORY FOR TURKS CLAIMED.

Bagdad Report Says British Infantry
and Cavalry Were Repulsed.

BERLIN, February 16, via London.
—A dispatch to a news agency from
Bagdad says that in an engagement
between the advance guard of the
Turkish left wing and British infantry
and ecavalry the British withdrew,
leaving seventeen men dead.

The dispatch adds that the right
wing of the Turkish army succeeded in
advancing as far as the woods near
Korno. The Turks, it is asserted, cap-
tured 500 camels. Only five Turks were
wounded.

Tribute to Missouri Pioneers.
ST. LOUIS, Mo., February 16.—A tab-
let to the memory of the pioneers of
Missouri was unveiled at the Jefferson
memorial in Forest Park here today
under the auspices of the Midkouri So-
clety of the Daughters of 1812, The
ceremonies were combined with a cele-
bration of one hundred years of peace
between Great Britain and the United
States. .

Buffalo Stock Yards Quarantined.

BUFFALO, N. Y., February 16.—The
stock yards at East Buffalo will close
this afternoon under state and federsl
orders because of the reappearance of
foot and mouth disease, and there ap-
pears to be some uncertainty as to
when they will reopen. Federal

state orders prohibit the shipment of
livestock from any state under

tion, packing house men here said,
meant a fresh meat famine for all
parts of New York state depending on [
Buffalo slaughter houses. - i
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FOR DANGER ZONE|

steamers which sailed from here within |.

- |an
antine to New York state. This s m- the American ambassador to Germany,

IBERLINIS READY

10 SUBMIT REPLY
10, 5. PROTEST

Described Semi-Officially in
Berlin as “Firm But Friend-
ly” in Its Tone.

DUTCH SHIPPERS WARNED
OF DANGER TO NEUTRALS

Told That in Most Cases Submarines
Cannot Tell Nationality
of Vessels.

ADVISES WATCHING BRITISH

German Government Says Beljef Pre-
vails That English Submarines
Will Sink Neutrals to Bring
About Complications.

RRITISH PLAN TO CUT

GERMANY’S FOOD SUPPLY

LONDON, February 16,
4:46 p.m.—The prohibition
against foodstuffs destined
for Germany will be formally
proclaimed by Great Britain
either tonight or tomorrow,
according to present expec-
tations, and the govern-
ment’s retaliatory measures
against the threatened Ger-
man submarine “blockade”
will go into immediate ef-
fect.

ROTTERDAM, via London,
February 16, 12:48 p.m.—A dis-
patch to the Rotterdam Courant
from Berlin says the German gov-
ernment will today dispatch to
Washington its reply to the
American note on the subject of
American shipping in the declared
war-zone in British waters.

; celved a communication from the German

consul reproducing 8 note from Chancel-
lor von Bethmann-Hollweg, in which he
SAYS:

“In most cases German submarines will
be unable to distinguish between neutral
and British wvessels when encountered in
th; war zone. All merchantmen, there-
fore, run the risk of destruction. In order
to avoid losses, it iz urgently necessary
for neutral ships to keep away from the
‘war zone. Germany can no longer regard
the British merchant fleet as unarmed or
entitled to warning before attack, becauss
merchantmen are eq with guns, and
a large reward has been offered to the
first merchant vessel which sinks a Ger-
man subinarine.

“Germany will pursue the war in the
manner announced until Great Britain
acknowledges the rules of naval wurfars
as fixed by the Paris and London declara-
tions, or until the neutral powers force
this acknowledgment from England.”

Fear a British Outrage.

BERLIN, February 16, by wireless to
London, 11:30 am.—An official state-
ment reading as follows was issued
in Berlin today:

“Insomuch as it is to the interest of

Great Britain that conflicts arise be-
tween Germany and neutral powers, it
Is thou .at In Gerwain shipping circles
that Eng'.sh submarines, in order to
bris about this end, may purposely
sink one or more neutral ships. It is
known also in the shipping circles that
Great Britain has laid large guantitics
of mines against German :  smarines,
. The Cologne Gazetts, « nmenting to-
day on the diplomatic situation which
has arisen out of Germany's declara-
tion of a marine war zone around Eng-
land, says .hat the American note to
Great Britain contalns a denan! the
granting of which would at once re-
move or reduce to :mall preoportions
all dan: .r of American shippin

If Great Britain abandoned the use of
the Stars and Stripes few ships would
carry this banner into the war zone
waters. To recognize a ship as Ameri- .
can would be equivaleut to knowing
her as a neutral =

The Cologne Volks Zellung s=avs Ger-
many must wait patiently and show
that February 15 will be & day of bitter
earnest.

Neutral Losses “Fairly Certain.”

The commencement of operations in
the waters designated by the German
government as a war zone is waited
here with the greatest eagerness as
well as much curjosity. It appears
likely, however, that it will be some
days after February 18 before any
news is received. Indeed, the Ger-
mania in an article which is reprinted
by 4ahe Nord UDeutsche Allgemeins
Zeitung, says it may be ten or fifteen
days before the public is informed on
the subject. It'wurns its readers not
to place credence in rumors, but rgther
to wait for officlal reports, which wili
be based on reporis from commuanders
of nnhma-rm!ii- the ay:2a
The Germania © s P -
ity that neutral ships will be destroy-
ed as “fairly certain,” but declares that
they have had a proper warning.

Note “Friendly Sut Firm.”

“The German reply to the American
note is reported to be firm in tone,
though friendly in form.,” says a state-
saent issued by the Overseas News

T, T TP T

today p
with James W. Gerard,

The Lokal A
interview

which reads ax follows:

*f regard the relations today betwesn
our two countries calmly and with
confidence, -and I believe pending ques-

.&




